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It has also probably drawn towards itself the adjacent portions of the scattered material in the spaces around it in all directions.
Had the vast mass of matter postulated by Lord Kelvin acquired no motion of revolution, but have fallen continuously towards the centre of mass, the motions developed when the more distant bodies approached that, centre would have been extremely rapid; while, as they must have fallen in from every direction, they would have become more and more densely aggregated, and collisions of the most catastrophic nature would frequently have, occurred, and this would have rendered the central portion of the universe, the least stable and the least fit tod to develop life.
Hut, under I he conditions that actually prevail, the very reverse is the case. The quantity of matter remaining between our cluster and the Milky Way being comparatively small, the aggregation into suns has gone on more regularly and more slowly. The motions acquired by our sun and its neighbours have been rendered moderate by two causes: (1 ) their nearness to the centre of the very slowly aggregating cluster where the motion due to gravitation is least, in amount; and (Si) the slight differential attraction away from the centre by the Milky Way on the side nearest, to us. Again, this protective action of the Milky Way has been repeated, on a smaller scale, by the formation of the outer ring of the solar cluster, which has thus preserved the inner central cluster itself from a too abundant direct inflow of large masses of matter.
But although the matter composing the outer portion of thewh more remote thim the position I have given it, He Htiyn: " Wr Iwve gtwd meiuun tu Mtpjwse. Hint tti«- solnr ,sy.l»trtn h nithrr in'itr thr rrntrr of thr Milky W»y, nntl as this ('nitre would, mvonliiif? to mtr hypotht"»H, foinridr with the orntrt* of the t^niver.w, the (Uxtnnrr of I.If) light ynir-i ns^iumrd i« not tmt gmit, nor run il he very much smaller." Journal <>f the l-'rnnklin Inntitute, Mtin-lt, WQ3,tain during the night the very moderate amount of heat it might, absorb during; the day. Tins conclusion is sup-                             •
